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lectual laziness and slovenliness of the English is almost
beyond belief) to make. The Englishman, impressed with
the dissoluteness of the faithless wits of the Restoration
and the Regency, and with the victories of the wilful
zealots of the patriotic, religious, and revolutionary wars,
jumps to the conclusion that wilfulness is the main thing.
In this he is right. But he overdoes his jump so far as to
conclude also that stupidity and wrong - headedness are
better guarantees of efficiency and trustworthiness than
intellectual vivacity, which he mistrusts as a common
symptom of worthlessness, vice, and instability. Now in
this he is most dangerously wrong. Whether the Irishman
grasps the truth as firmly as the Englishman may be open
to question; but he is certainly comparatively free from
the error. That affectionate and admiring love of senti-
mental stupidity for its own sake, both in men and women,
which shines so steadily through the novels of Thackeray,
would hardly be possible in the works of an Irish novelist.
Even Dickens, though too vital a genius and too severely
educated in the school of shabby-genteel poverty to have
any doubt of the national danger of fatheadedness in high
places, evidently assumes rather too hastily the superiority
of Mr Meagles to Sir John Chester and Harold Skimpole.
On the other hand, it takes an Irishman years of residence
in England to learn to respect and like a blockhead. An
Englishman will not respect nor like anyone else. Every
English statesman has to maintain his popularity by pre-
tending to be ruder, more ignorant, more sentimental, more
superstitious, more stupid than any man who has lived
behind the scenes of public life for ten minutes can possibly
be. Nobody dares to publish really intimate memoirs of
him or really private letters of his until his whole genera-
tion has passed away, and his party can no longer be com-
promised by the discovery that the platitudinizing twaddler
and hypocritical opportunist was really a man of some per-
ception as well as of strong constitution, peg-away industry,
personal ambition, and party keenness.